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output o* factory industries and mines
The index numbers of industrial and mineral production used here
were given by D. B. Meek in his paper cited above.11 His series
for industrial production were for the years 1896 to 1932 and for
mining for the years 1909 to 1935, Industrial production covered the
following groups: cotton manufactures, jute manufactures,
woollen manufactures, paper, breweries and iron and steel. Dr.
Meek's series were extended to 1938 in the League of Nations
study, Industrialisation and Foreign Trade.™ The series were
linked to estimates for war and other missing years and official
index numbers for post-war years.
value at 1952-53 prices
Combining various series is always a complex task. The net value
of output ofagricultural and factory industries in 1950-51 (in 1952-53
prices)13 was applied to the indices of output of these sectors for the
six decades since 1896. Two important assumptions are involved in
this mode of calculation : one concerns changes in territorial cover-
age and the other relates to the differences between the value of gross
and net output.
(a) The question of territorial coverage is particularly important
for the estimates for the period since 1947 when India was divided
into India and Pakistan. It is difficult for an individual research
worker at this stage to construct series for pre-1947 years that would
only apply to the present territories of the Republic of India. Since
only the index numbers (and not the physical quantities ) pertain-
If Meek's weights for 1909-15 are taken as a true reflection of the position at
that time (1909-1915), the relative weights for the decade 1946-1955 would be
foodcrops 55 and commercial crops 46 ; the comprehensive estimates of the
National Income Committee, however, Mlicate them to be 67 and 33—the
proportion, which in fact corresponds to the results shown by Blyn's indices.
See Report of the National Income Committee (New Delhi, 1954) p. 36.
11 MeekJD. B., op. cit.9 pp.371-373; these also suffer from inadequate
coverage and point to the need for more comprehensive estimates.
11 League of Nations, Industrialisation and Foreign Trade (1945) Table
m, pp. 133-135.
18 Planning Commission, Second Five-Year Plan : Draft Outline, (New
Delhi, 1956). p. 26.

